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Join the fun at Pond-Dakota Mission
Park, 401 E. 104th St., on Saturday,
September 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Walk through 200 years of history
where costumed reenactors portray the
life and times of those who took part in
the development of Minnesota and the
American West. For more information,
call Parks and Recreation or visit 
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keyword:
Rendezvous.

The Bloomington Jazz Festival, your
ticket to some of the best jazz in the Twin
Cities, heats up on Sunday, August 13, at
Normandale Lake Bandshell, 84th Street
and Chalet Road.

The Jack Brass Band, photo left,
embraces the traditions of New Orleans
jazz, while adding old-time blues, rock,
hip-hop, pop, funk and reggae.

Red Wolfe’s Ellington Echoes
Memorial Band, directed by Percy
Hughes, performs Duke Ellington big
band compositions in a small ensemble.

The Barbary Coast Dixieland Jazz
Band has been entertaining crowds of
thousands with great Dixieland tunes
since 1967.

The JazzMN Big Band, featuring the
finest jazz musicians in the Twin Cities
region, is one of Minnesota’s best-
known groups.

Parking is available in the ramps
across 84th Street or to the east on
Chalet Road. The event is free. For more
information, call 952-563-8877.

It took six years intensely studying
38 different aspects of golf for Hyland
Greens Assistant Manager Ali Hassan to
be certified as a PGA golf professional,
photo right. Hassan said he had books
open all over his house and would
sometimes get up in the middle of the
night to study.

“Had I studied this hard in college,”
Hassan joked, “I could’ve been a doctor
or NASA scientist.”

There are only 342 PGA members in
Minnesota and the City’s municipal golf

courses boast two. Dwan Golf Manager
Rick Sitek, photo below, a PGA golf
professional for 25 years, said PGA course-
work ranges from how golf shoes are
made to how golf carts work to course
management. His knowledge of the game
not only enhances service to customers,
but also improves the course. Sitek strives
to make Dwan the best-maintained public
course in the Twin Cities.

“I work closely with Golf Course
Superintendent Mike Hoffman on all
aspects of course maintenance to assure
our customers of a good experience and
the best playing conditions,” Sitek said.

Sitek was also Hassan’s mentor
during his apprenticeship.

“Ali only began playing golf 16 years
ago,” Sitek said. “His commitment to learn
and teach the game is unbelievable.”

Hassan looks at golf differently now
that he is a PGA member. His professional
tips keep golfers coming back.

“Playing golf is not as important as
helping others improve and enjoy their
game,” he said. “That’s what it’s all about.”

About 105,000 users visit Hyland
Greens, 102nd Street and Normandale
Boulevard, and Dwan Golf Club, 110th
Street and Xerxes Avenue, each season.
Dwan, the City’s regulation course, is the
busiest 18-hole golf course in the state.

Fall Tennis Lessons
When: Sessions I and II to be 

announced.
Time: Call Parks and Recreation 

for details.
Where: Northwest Athletic Club,

1001 W. 98th St.
Cost: $60.

Women’s and Co-Rec
Volleyball
Leagues are held Monday through
Friday beginning Monday, October 16,
and continuing through mid-March.
Cost is $460 resident and $515
nonresident. For more information, call
Parks and Recreation.

Bloomington Jazz Festival
Get in the groove

Well above par
Golf courses run by PGA professionals

River Rendezvous
A step back in time

Contact Parks and
Recreation at 952-563-8877
for more information on
these activities.

Festival line-up
2 - 3 p.m. Jack Brass Band
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Red Wolfe’s 

“Ellington Echoes”
Memorial Band

5 - 6 p.m. Barbary Coast 
Dixieland Jazz Band

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. JazzMN Big Band 

AR&LE
The Adaptive Recreation & Learning
Exchange (AR&LE ) provides
opportunities for individuals with
disabilities living in Bloomington, Eden
Prairie, Edina and Richfield to participate
in recreational and educational programs
that are specially designed to meet varied
ability levels. For more information, call
Parks and Recreation.

Sports Hall of Fame
Bloomington Athletic Association
salutes volunteers
Each year, Bloomington Athletic
Association inducts one or more persons
into the Sports Hall of Fame. The award
honors men and women who have
contributed their time and energy to the
growth of amateur sports.
When: Thursday, October 12.
Where: Knights of Columbus 

Hall, 1114 W. 79th St.
For more information, call Jason

Hicks at 952-563-8880.

Thank You!
Summer Fete sponsors
Corporate sponsors 
Autopia
Bloomington Convention & 

Visitors Bureau
Clover Cleaners of

Bloomington
Feldmann Imports
Friendship Village of

Bloomington
Haskell’s
Kassick Motors
Micron Molding Inc.
Military Order of the Cootie
Navigation Mortgage 
Raindance Sprinkler

Systems
Saturn of Bloomington
Starwood Hotels and Resorts
The Minnesota Aquarium

LLC
United Properties
Walmart
Washburn McReavy-

Werness Brothers Chapel
Wentworth Properties
Ziegler Inc.

Individual sponsors
Nearly $7,000 was contributed by 
350  donors.

Summer Fete
Best Community Get
Together
Readers of Bloomington Magazine
voted Summer Fete the “Best
Community Get-Together” in the
magazine’s Best of Bloomington issue.
Summer Fete, the annual
Independence Day celebration, marked
its 28th year in July and attracts more
than 40,000 people each year.

Bloomington Magazine editor Angela
Scholl presents Parks and Recreation’s
Mark Morrison with the Best of
Bloomington award.

youth sports

adult sports

Cassandra Tracy
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